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Date 13t of March 2024, venue: online

LEAPASME: Project Overview & Highlights

Policy Webinar SMEs and Climate Action, organized by
KMU Forschung




About LEAP4SME

 Improve national and local strategies to encourage SMESs to carry out
energy audits and implement energy saving measures

* Overcome barriers that stand in the way of SMEs conducting energy
audits.

Duration
1stof September 2020 — 30t of August 2023
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LEAP4SME consortium
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Project Website https://leap4dsme.eu/
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LEAP4SME Work Packages

« WP 1: Project Management

« WP 2: SMEs Mapping, Analysis, Barriers

« WP 3: SME characterization through stakeholder engagement

WP 4: Framework for the implementation of energy audit programmes
WP 5: Training and Capacity Building

WP 6: Analysis of further benefits

« WP 7: Communication and Dissemination
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2 Methods: estimate energy consumption of SMEs e
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WP 5 — Audit Guideline developed

HOW DOES AN ENERGY AUDIT WORK?

The European standard EN 16247-1 (2012) provides the framework for efficient
energy audits and is acknowledged as the baseline for information on them.

ENERGY
AUDITS

The goal of an energy audit is to identify energy flows and the potential for energy
efficiency improvements. The next step is to assign a monetary value to various
measures through investment and economic efficiency studies, so that companies
can quickly see which investments pay off over time.

The usual energy audit process is comprised of the following steps:

Practical guide
for more energy
efficient business

DATA COLLECTION

STEPA
EI FIELD WORK

STEPS
ANALYSIS

STEPG
REPORTING
STEP7
FINALMEETING

https://leap4sme.eu/wp-
content/uploads/2023/03/LEAP4ASME_Energy_Audits_
Booklet_web_v2.pdf
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Survey: What are the best instruments to
address small businesses (less than 10
employees)?
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LEAP4SME Factsheets

https://leap4sme.eu/results/publications/
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Austria

Overview of national observatories <
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Details on national observatories

Mestings/interviews organised by

The Austrian Energy Agency (AEA)
Date Type [
June 2022 - February 2023 12 Imerviews Online 13
17 January 2023 Interview Qriine 2
14 February 2023 Intervimw Live 1
12 May 2023 Interview Oriine 2
17 May 2023 Intervimw Qriine 1

Total number of participants/interviswess: 18

Type of participants/interviewees

Ml Fuiicy makers and funding bodies
W 2usiness associzsions

W 4cademiz and res=arch

Background from policy assessment and surveys

Evaluation of good practices in energy audit supporting programs
in Austria

EA Quality

Climate Alliance Austria
- chmate alliarce

Energy Audits: Most relevant barriers for SMEs

Lack of rescurces to manage suppart measures
Lack of infarmation sbout suppart mechanisms

Lack of suppart mechanisms

Implementation
Frprmeer Ere of EE measures Resistence ta medemise & raning syatem
— SME Energy Efficiancy Perception of low economic feasibility of E2
Voucher Percaption of low relevance of snergy cost
o= limaankti Building and
Renovating Lack of energy manager
w— Federal support =TH Replicability Limited know-how
programmes Natiaral Limited ,
- i Lo imited persanrel rescurces
unes Co-benedits Limited financial capacity
Law g L
Fawmtze
10 the impl ion of energy audit Energy Audits: Most relevant needs for SMEs
recommendations for SMEs
of fram g EE Support
with ather savings Infrmation
Quantification of EE muitiple benefits Training

Ore stop shags

Promation of stardardisation

Institutional suppartin terms of training, workshops
Suppart to spread the enengy efficiency culture

Qualified auditors.
Incentives

1 : 3 i 5

Incentives Casciatons, ristriee, NGDN ond Indstriel eaaocesona [3.
Obligations
ekt e e o e
GO end irdustrie] e3accicton [1.
Observatories” main features

Main topics

The observatories were carried out as bilateral interviews with
relevant stakeholders based on an interview guideline

The facus of the interviews was to discuss the barriers and
challenges identified in the H2020 LEAP4SME project

O isati 1ips and

Difficulties in engaging small companies

- Invol of busi iations could help in promating
the event and disseminating its results

Energy agencies can stimulate the exchange between
consultants by organising regular network meetings

Key recommendations continue overleaf (j



LEAP4SME Factsheets

 Energy Management System (EnMS): Implementing energy and environmental
management systems in SMEs is more effective than conducting an energy audit

* Including ENMS In the requirements for contracts or public tenders could push their
Implementation

« Regulation: Energy audits should be mandatory for energy intensive medium-
sized enterprises; on the other hand, obligated companies would no longer be
eligible for funding

* Energy efficiency support: Existing subsidies could be redesigned giving support
to companies classified as green, according to a future taxonomy regulation
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LEAP4SME Factsheets

« Simplification: funding programs for smaller companies could be tailored also
taking into account the amount of the claimed expense (providing a simplified
procedure for lower expenses)

« Awareness raising and know-how: Energy efficiency and renewable energies in
the education system, especially apprenticeship training.

« Factsheets on top ten energy efficiency measures for the most important sectors of
smaller companies should be created and distributed directly to them.

 Resource audit: There is a trend towards no longer seeing the energy aspect
separately, but also in the context of greenhouse gas balances, decarbonisation
and circular economy; this would require requalification of energy auditors.
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